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THE NEW PEOPLE—DESEXUALIZATION
IN AMERICAN LIFE—By Charles Winick.
New York, N. Y. 10022: Pegasus (850 Third
Ave.), 1969. 384 pp. Price, $7.50 cloth;
$2.25 paper.

The contemporary American scene is
explored through the art, music, movies,
heroes, heroines, games, advertising,
dress, and beliefs of our society in the
period from approximately 1920 through
the present and into the immediate fu-
ture.

Built upon extensive research of the
life-styles from the flapper to the jet set,
it applies the evolution of change to
male-female relationships as well as to
the basic character of the middle, upper
middle, and upper classes of this coun-
try. Whether or not one agrees with
the author’s conclusions that we have
become a vapid, “beige-colored” society,
composed of males and females who are
rapidly becoming indistinguishable from
each other, the wealth of study and ref-
erences which he has accumulated make
for valuable reading. This book can be
utilized by any person who is struggling
to understand current trends in the
United States from “pop art” to “the
new morality.”

Some of the author’s chapter titles
are: Movers and Shakers, Beyond June-
Moon, Hound Dog, Boots, Hot, Cool,
New Thing, Annie Got His Gun, The
Shape of Things That Go—all clues to
the type of slick approach that he uses.
Those who are old enough to recall the
music and games of the 1920-1940 pe-
riod will experience a nostalgia tem-
pered by a shock of recognition for the
nuances of song lyric changes which
have occurred. Social protest is not the
theme of the temper of change in this
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work, but rather the evolution to
nothingness in human style which the
author sees in the segment of society
under his scrutiny.

EvaLyn S. GENDEL

UNIVERSITIES, NATIONAL  LABORA-
TORIES, AND MAN'S ENVIRONMENT—
Available as CONF-690705 from the Clear-
inghouse for Federal Scientific and Tech-
nical Information (Springfield, Va. 22151)
Nov., 1969. 167 pp. Price, $3.

This book contains the proceedings
of a conference sponsored by Argonne
Universities Association, a group of 30
universities in 12 states which are re-
sponsible for determining the policies of
Argonne National Laboratory. The con-
ference, held in Chicago from July 27-
29, 1969, brought together some 300
representatives of universities, govern-
ment, and industry to consider environ-
mental problems and their solution.
Recognizing that such problems were
not only big but also extremely complex,
those attending the conference concluded
that effective action would require lead-
ership at the presidential level and that
the best approach would be a unified
attack “with the humanities, social and
natural sciences, and engineering en-
twined so that they cannot be separated
into the neat compartments found either
in the university structure or in the
organization of a national laboratory.”

The conferees further suggested that
the Argonne Universities Association
might very well represent an organiza-
tion which could bring about such a de-
sired coalition. Although the develop-
ment of the best organizational struc-
ture for handling environmental prob-
lems was the main thrust of the confer-
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